CCC WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES CHRISTMAS
MAKE?
Christmas Messages 2008 Part 2

John 3:16 (LB)

Are you ready for Christmas? If the kids were here they all
would be saying, "Yes!" And all the adults say, "No!"

Are you ready for Christmas? Some of you are saying, “I
have presents to buy and wrap, I have meals to prepare.."
In 18 days the whole world shuts down and they focus on a
single event. In 18 days the Highways will be empty.
Offices will be closed. And the whole world focuses on a
single event. Why is Christmas such a big deal? What
difference does it make? How can a baby born 2000 years
ago on the other side of the world, stop traffic in Maryland

in 2008.

And the answer to this question is, because it was no
ordinary baby. The Bible says, God came to earth. The
Bible says, "God loved the world so much that He gave his
Son."” We talked about this last week and it's amazing but
when He entered the world He entered it just like
everybody else does, as a baby. But He was no ordinary
baby. If He had stayed in the crib, we wouldn't be here
today. He grew up and He taught some things about God
because He was God... He died on the cross. He went
from the crib to the cross. The Bible says, "For unto you is
born a Savior." And He became our Savior. Jesus became
Lord... Jesus is Lord.

So what? Even if He was God. What difference does it
make? It makes a big difference!

I want to be as simple and as straightforward and as brief

as possible today. The Bible says that because Jesus Christ



came at Christmas time, three things can be true in your
life.
1. BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST CAME AT

CHRISTMAS, MY PAST CAN BE FORGIVEN.

Romans 3:23-24 (Living Bible) "All of us have sinned yet
now God declares us ‘not guilty' of offending him if we
trust in Christ who freely takes away our sin."” That's good
news. The fact is none of us are perfect. I don't measure
up to my own standard, much less God's. We all have
regrets. I love reading in the newspaper the letters to Santa
Claus. One little kid wrote, "Dear Santa, There are three
little boys who live at our house. There's Jeffrey. He is
two. There's David. He is four. There's Norman. He is
seven. Jeffrey is good some of the time. David is good

some of the time. Norman is good all of the time. [ am

Norman." The problem is -- none of us are Norman's.
None of us are good all of the time.

We all have regrets and guilt has a devastating effect on
our lives. It robs us of happiness. It causes depression. It
can make you sick. Guilt does all kinds of things to us
because we don't know how to get rid of it. People will do
anything to relieve guilt. They'll take drugs or get drunk or
try therapy or go to Disneyland. Anything to cover up the
things I wish hadn't happened in my life.

But the truth is there's only one solution. And that's
forgiveness. The good news is God wants to forgive you.
He wants to clear your conscious. When God forgives you
there's several things about it that you need to know.

It's instant. He doesn't make you wait to forgive you.
You don't have to wait through a long period of time before

you're forgiven. It's instant.



It's undeserved. You'll never earn it. You can't work for
it. You can't beg God for it. You can't bribe God for it.
It's undeserved.

It's complete. The Bible says, When we confess our sins
to God, when we give them to Christ, God says, "Their
sins will I remember no more.” That's one of the most
amazing verses in the Bible, that God can forget. The God
who made the whole world, chooses to forget your sin once
it's forgiven. Once you ask for forgiveness it is forgotten.
Isn't that a mind blower?

And that should encourage each of us here today; What
God forgets, you can forget too. That's good news. Most
of us, even if we believe God forgives us, don't forgive
ourselves. We hold onto guilt over the years. Somebody
said, When God forgives us, He takes our sin and throws

them in the deepest part of the ocean and then He puts up a

"No fishing" sign. In other words you can’t go in and drag
them back out, Satan wants to keep you under guilt, but
God says it's forgiven.

"If anyone is in Christ, he becomes a new person
altogether [circle that] The past is finished and gone.
Everything becomes fresh and new.” God wants you to not
just turn over a new leaf, God wants to give you a new life.
It's like starting again, being born all over. Jesus said, I
didn't come to rub it in, I came to rub it out. If there is
anything that's good news it's that God says my past can be
forgiven. Regardless of who you are or what you've done
or what you think you've done, you matter to God and He
cares about you. He wants to forgive you.

That would be good enough in itself, but the good news of

Christmas and the reason that it's so important, the reason



billions of people celebrate it, is not just because it takes
care of your past but...

2. MY PRESENT CAN BE MANAGED.

I've met more stressed out people in the last few weeks
than I have in a long time. I don't know if it's the economy
or what, but I think you'd agree that life can wear you
down. People are always looking for additional energy.
People say "I'm sick and tired of being sick and tired."
Good news. The Christ who came at Christmas 2000 years
ago can give you the power to manage your present
problems and will give you the energy you need when we
follow His formula.

Philippians 4:13 "I have the strength to face all conditions
by the power Christ gives me."” You don't know what 2009
holds for you, but you can face them all, in Christ. When

you put your trust and faith in Him, God assumes the

responsibility to meet your needs. That's amazing. When
you give your life to Christ, He assumes responsibility to
take care of all your needs. "God gave us His own Son.
Can we not trust such a God to give us everything else that
we need?" He says He'll supply all your needs. If He
supplies all your needs, what else is left? Nothing.

He takes care of my past, He takes care of my present.

3. MY FUTURE CAN BE GUARANTEED.

Hebrews 2 "Jesus became like us to set free those who
were slaves all their lives because of the fear of death.”
The fear of death is a universal problem. It doesn't matter
if you're rich or poor, educated or uneducated, white, black
brown, whatever, we're all going to face death. It’s a
universal problem. It is an inevitable fact of life that we're
all going to die, and since we're all going to die, it seems

foolish to go through life unprepared for something you



know is inevitable. I know someday I'm going to die.
Everybody else in history has, so I guess I'm going to. So
it makes sense to be prepared for it. [ have always said,
“You're not ready to live until you're ready to die.”

Have you noticed people don't like to talk about death?
Some of you get nervous with me talking about it now.
Why? Because they're afraid of it. Why? Because they're
uncertain about what's going to happen when they meet
God. You're going to meet God someday. You can run
from God the rest of your life here on earth, but when you
die you can't run any more.

How do you make certain what's going to happen on the
other side? The Bible says "It's appointed unto man once
to die." That's one appointment you will not be late for.
God has already chosen that time. But He doesn't want you

to fear death. It says Jesus came to set us free from the fear

of death. Why? If you already know where you're going
and you already have a relationship to God and He's your
friend, you're not worried about what's going to happen. |
can stand before you and say in absolute sincerity, I am not
afraid to die. I'm afraid of pain but I'm not afraid to die! I
know where I'm going. I've already settled that issue. I'm
already friends with God. For a Christian, death is just a
homecoming, a transition to better things for me.

At Christmas time, probably the most used word you
hear is "gift". Everybody's worried about getting the right
gifts. Have you ever received a gift within a gift? |
received one time a pair of gloves and inside was money
stuffed into each finger. I didn't even know it was there
until I stuffed my hand in it. It was a gift within a gift.

God has some gifts for you at Christmas time this year.

They are three gifts, but they are wrapped up in one big



gift, Jesus Christ. When you receive Jesus Christ, the gift,
you get the three benefit gifts.

1) The gift of forgiveness. "Let us praise God for
the free gift he gave us in his Son we are set free, our sins
are forgiven." That takes care of my past.

2) The gift of strength. That takes care of the
present. Jesus said, "I'm leaving you with a gift, peace of
mind and heart So don't be troubled or afraid.” He says,
I'm with you. I'll handle it. I'll help you. You don't know
what's going to happen but I'll help you.

3) The gift of eternal life. Romans 6:23 "The gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

When you look at these gifts there are several things you
notice:

1) They are very personal. They come in a person,

in Christ.

2) They are practical. They are exactly what you
need, they take care of your past, your present, your future.

3) They are priceless. They cost Christ His life.
They cost God His Son. That shows the worth of you.
When you receive a gift that expensive you realize
somebody really values you. God says, You are valuable.

4) They are permanent. ['ve received a lot of gifts
that didn't last til New years. This is a permanent gift.

Like the Energizer Bunny, it goes on and on... for eternity.

Two questions:

1) Have you received God's Christmas gift of
Jesus Christ? [ was reading in the Baltimore Sun the other
day about a guy who got a Christmas gift, 49 years ago and
he still hadn't opened it. Isn't that strange? I can't imagine

if my wife gave me a gift and it was there under the tree (or



you gave me a gift) and three months after Christmas,
about March, you say, "How did you like the gift?" I say,
"I'm sure I loved it, I just haven't had the time to open it
yet."
The tragedy 1s many people celebrate Christmas, year after
year... , and they've never received God's Christmas gift.
That doesn't make sense! Have you accepted God's gift of
forgiveness, strength and eternal life through His Son,
Christ? You can't celebrate Christmas. You're not going to
find 1t under the tree until it's in your heart. Have you ever
received that gift?

I heard the story of a father who gave his daughter
some plastic pearls. She wore them for years. When she
turned 13, he said, "I want you to give me those plastic

pearls you're wearing." Why? "Just trust me, just give

them to me." As he took them back with one hand, he
pulled from his pocket a string a real pearls.

God is saying to you, "Give Me the cheap plastic
thrills, give Me the things you think satisfy but really don't,
and I'll give you something genuine. I'll give you
something real, something that lasts if you'll trust Me."

2) How do you receive God's gift at Christmas?
You receive God's gift by believing. What does it mean to
believe in Christ? It means more than just having head
knowledge. I believe in Stalin, Hitler but I'm not a Nazi or
a Communist. But I believe in Christ and I'm a Christian.
Why? Because it means to commit your life to.

Make a commitment and say, "Jesus Christ, I receive Your
gift of forgiveness, of power for today, and Your guarantee

for the future with You in heaven. In exchange for that I



want to trust You with my life." That's what it means to
believe in Him.

People come here for many different reasons. You
came for many different reasons. Some of you came out of
habit. Some of you came out of tradition. Some of you
came because a friend invited you. Some of you came to
hear the music. Some of you came because "It's the thing
to do". But regardless of why you think you're here, you
are not here by mistake and God knew you were going to
be here... God brought you here to say to you, "I have a
gift for you at Christmas. You matter to me." Maybe you
felt close to God in the past but you've drifted away. Or
maybe you've moved to this area and have never found
another church. We invite you to become a part of our

church family. But there is a place for you.

More than that, God has a gift for you. I challenge you to
not waste another Christmas by refusing this gift.
Prayer:

As we close, would you pray this in your heart,
"Dear God, I don't understand it all, but I believe that You
love me. Sometimes | have a hard time believing that, but |
believe You love me. Thank You for sending Jesus Christ
at Christmas. This Christmas I want to receive Christ,
Your Christmas gift to me. Jesus Christ, as much as |
know how, I ask You to make Yourself real to me. Come
into my life. Please forgive my past, help me to manage my
present problems, and give me the assurance that I'll be

with You when I die. Thank You. In Jesus' name. Amen.



